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" It is indeed Did you hear about the Sugar Bank? All
the officials there were seized with it at one fell swoop They
opened the safes and gave away the money to anyone who
came They finished by burning bundles of banknotes on a
bonfire in the main hall. Religious Bolshevism, I should call
it"

" In the Sugar Bank? . Hasn't the Sugar Bank one of
our Karburators? "

" Yes For central heating The Sugar Bank was the first
to install one Now the police have closed the Bank Even the
confidential clerks and the directors were affected "

" Send word round that the sale of Karburators to banks is
forbidden."

"But why?"

" I forbid it, and thdVs enough' Let them do their heating
with coal' "

" It's a bit too late All the banks are already putting in our
heating system. It's being installed in the Houses of Parlia-
ment and in all the Government departments. The central
Karburator at Stvanice, which is to light the whole of Prague,
is finished It is a fifty-kilo monster, a magnificent machine
It is to be ceremoniously set in motion at six o'clock the day
after to-morrow, in the presence of the President, the Burgo-
master, the City Council, and the representatives of the
MEG You must be present. You of all people ' "

" God forbid ' " Mr Bondy shouted, horror-stricken " No,
no, Heaven defend me from that' I will not go! "

" But, Chief, you must We can't send Rosenthal or Hubka
there Why, they're raving mad They would make dreadful
speeches It's the honour of the firm that's at stake. The
Burgomaster of Prague has prepared a speech in our honour
The representatives of foreign Governments and the foreign
Press will be there It's to be a great occasion As soon as the
street lamps light up, military bands are going to play salutes